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La economia del entrepot de la Singapur del siglo XIX reunié a comerciantes chinos
de juncos, flotas bugis de prahus, casas mercantiles drabes e indias y Country Traders
europeos e indios, cada uno con sus propias estaciones y redes. El comercio chino de
juncos transporté mercancias, migrantes, dinero y noticias entre el sur de China y
Singapur hasta que la apertura de los puertos abiertos por tratado después de 1842
trasladé gran parte de él a los barcos occidentales. El opio indio circulaba por el
archipiélago casi como una moneda y financiaba al gobierno colonial a través del
arriendo fiscal, lo que vincula la prosperidad inicial del puerto a un comercio que las
generaciones posteriores condenaron. Las Agency Houses europeas actuaban como
intermediarias entre estos comerciantes y los mercados de Europa y la India, y
desempenaron muchas funciones bancarias antes de la llegada de los primeros
bancos. Largas cadenas de crédito unian Londres y Calcuta con los comerciantes mads
pequerios del archipiélago. Las aseguraba una combinacién de reputacién personal,
instituciones comunitarias y tribunales ingleses, cuya légica pervive hoy en la
gestion del riesgo del sector comercial y financiero de Singapur.
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporelQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only on the basis of an express written letter of engagement. Corrections and updates:
contact@ressos.com.

© 2026 Dr Alexander Ressos. This article may be quoted with attribution to SingaporelQ
(SingaporelQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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